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PICK 3 
IOWA LOTTERY AUTHORITY GAME SPECIFIC RULES 

 
The following are the game specific rules for the Iowa Lottery computerized game called 
PICK 3. 
 
These rules correspond to the Computerized Lottery Games General Rules in 531 Iowa 
Administrative Code, Chapter 20. 
 
Method of play.  Pick 3 is an on-line game where a player picks three (3) numbers from a 
matrix of 10 numbers (0 through 9) for each play.  The cost will be $0.50.  Players may 
choose to wager $0.50, $1, $2, $3, $4, or $5.  The player wins by matching the 3 numbers 
drawn at each drawing.  The method of play for customer selected numbers will be by 
playslip or by manual entry by a clerk.  On the front of a playslip will be three (3) 
matrices of 10 for each of four (4) plays (four panels).  There will be an Easy Pick box 
and a Void box for each panel.  The playslip will have multi-draw boxes for 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
and 7 draws.  The playslip will also have boxes to indicate either a $0.50 play or a $1 
play, as well as boxes to indicate the type of play; straight (three matching numbers 
drawn in the exact order picked by the player), box (players three numbers match the 
numbers drawn in any order), or straight/box (a combination where the player wins the 
box prize if the numbers picked match those drawn in any order, and the player wins both 
prizes if the numbers picked match those drawn in exact order), Front Pair (player 
matches the first two digits in the exact order) or Back Pair (player matches the last two 
digits in the exact order).   The back of the playslip will have playing instructions, prize 
structure and general lottery rules. 
 
The customer may also communicate their three (3) numbers or request a computer 
generated easy pick, how much they wish to wager ($0.50 to $5), their play option 
(straight, box, or straight/box, front pair or back pair), and the number of draws they want 
to participate in to the clerk for manual entry. 
 
Cancellation by a player.  A ticket purchased from a retailer may be canceled by 
returning the ticket to the selling retailer.  The ticket must be returned to the selling 
retailer on the same day it was purchased.  The ticket must be canceled prior to the time 
for that respective drawing.  In the event that a ticket is canceled, the player will be 
entitled to a refund equal to the purchase price of the ticket. 
 
Prizes and odds.  The prizes and odds are determined by the amount of money the player 
wagers and the type of play selected.  The play amounts and payouts are: 
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TYPE Odds $.50  $1.00 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00 $5.00

Straight 1:1000 $300 $600 $1,200 $1,800 $2,400 $3,000 
Box (6-way) 1:167 $50 $100 $200 $300 $400 $500
Box (3-way) 1:333 $100 $200 $400 $600 $800 $1,000 
Straight/Box (6-way exact) 1:1000 N/A $350 $700 $1,050 $1,400 $1,750
Straight/Box (6-way any) 1:167 N/A $50 $100 $150 $200 $250
Straight/Box (3-way exact) 1:1000 N/A $400 $800 $1,200 $1,600 $2,000
Straight/Box (3-way any) 1:333 N/A $100 $200 $300 $400 $500
Front Pair 1:100 $30 $60 $120 $180 $240 $300
Back Pair 1:100 $30 $60 $120 $180 $240 $300
 
The prizes will be paid in cash.  If all of the prize fund is not distributed on the last draw 
of Pick 3, the prize fund will be transferred intact to a new game.  In the absence of a new 
game, the prize fund will be awarded in some manner as determined by the lottery.  Any 
prize amounts left from a previous game will be distributed by special drawing or some 
other manner as determined by the lottery.  The lottery may transfer 60 percent of sales 
less awarded prizes to a prize insurance fund.  The prize insurance fund may be used to 
pay prizes if the amount available to fund any Pick 3 prize is insufficient, for special 
promotions related to any lottery game, for prizes in any lottery game if the amount 
available in that game is not sufficient to pay a minimum or guaranteed prize.  The prize 
insurance fund may also be transferred to a new on-line game.  The prize insurance funds 
may be transferred as proceeds provided that the overall lottery prize payout is in excess 
of 50 percent of sales. 
 
The prize insurance fund will stay intact if it is transferred to a new on-line game, 
regardless of whether or not that game immediately follows Pick 3. 
 
Price.  The cost will be one (1) play for $0.50.  Players may choose to wager $0.50, $1, 
$2, $3, $4, or $5.  The player must choose the amount they wish to wager at the time of 
purchase, or the computer will automatically default to a $1.00 wager. 
 
Changes for special promotions.  The Lottery may, at its option, conduct special Pick 3 
promotions at the same time a Pick 3 promotion is offered by the Illinois Lottery on the 
same terms and conditions as the Illinois Lottery.  Unless the Lottery so elects to conduct 
a special Pick 3 promotion offered by the Illinois Lottery, numbers drawn by the Illinois 
Lottery in addition to the first three regular Pick 3 numbers shall not affect the 
determination of winning tickets under the Iowa Lottery Pick 3 game. 
 
Ticket validation requirements.  All standard tests for validation must be met which may 
include, but are not limited to confidential AutoGuard specifications. 
 
Claim period.  All prizes must be claimed within 90 calendar days of the drawing in 
which the prize was won.  In computing days, the first (draw) day shall be excluded, and 
the last included.  In the event the last day falls on a Saturday, a Sunday, a legal holiday 
or any day appointed or recommended by the Governor of Iowa or the President of the 
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United States as a day of fasting or thanksgiving, the time to claim shall be extended to 
close of business on the day thereafter when lottery offices are open for business. 
 
Multi-draw plays.  Multi-draw plays allow the player to receive 14 plays when using a 
playslip or 16 plays when the numbers are entered manually.  The plays will consist of a 
mixture of consecutive midday and evening plays.  
 
Drawings.  The Iowa Lottery Authority utilizes Illinois Lottery drawings for determining 
the outcome of Iowa Pick 3 games.  Thirteen drawings will be held each week by the 
Illinois Lottery.  Drawings will be held daily, midday Monday through Saturday, 
evenings Monday through Sunday.  Tickets are valid for only the day and/or evening 
draw(s) shown on the ticket.  Winning numbers will be those the Illinois Lottery enters 
into the validation file for the respective draw of the Pick 3 Daily Game.  If the Illinois 
Lottery authorizes payment on multiple sets of numbers, the Iowa Lottery will determine 
which set is the official winning set in Iowa and will pay on only that set, unless the Iowa 
Lottery CEO determines otherwise. 
 


